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Call for Glasgow's Egyptian Halls to become museum of

slavery
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TELASGFW 5 @t - risk Dyyptian il should become Soatland s susssem
ol alwvery, sessrding 1o 8 pablie vese.

Tt frve- stnrey building, which dees from the 1470, b5 one of (e 1
memaining sreciuges by celebomied architeo Alexasader "Greek”
Themeon

Thow p wulady veraed Union $peed eite, wiach has sprat yeass undes
mdvertising hoardings, Bus boused retas] usis, olfices, studiod and
feabaiigants it mich of i has been emiply [of 40 peiss &nd Ehe bualding
has suffered serious dasmage and dscay

v i1 s bem arrmasked o w
site for @ posuhie mussum of
slavery isllowing an archiiecian
Conpeti Lo i gralslic wole

Tha peCoess predates carme
calls far & rhdical rethink of our
prablEe StALG, TS
enlleorions and sieest names ax
ihe glotal Blach Lives Matser
mevwmenl funces 8 oew locus o
bzt comileEnped iy Rnd Bisborcal
wronags, inchuding the slawe trade. Dut the anscuncemsent, which had
basn aat oe Apeil, wind Selayed dus 55 1he pandemic Now the arganisers
ol the consess, the Alexander Thomsan Soedery, sary public ineeress is the
malber Evans By casmol wall any lnges

Tht ptpoal wii made by Gavis Praies of Polmant, whis asid the halls
“repeeaent & sulture and & perled bn Binary syssaymaus with avery and
Iis profies”. He added: “When we walk arcand Clasgow, net so {ar from
Uning $treel we can ser may remnanis o Glasgew’s grisly dave-
pelaied hiwlory, te Machast Cily, Viiginsa Stoee and Jemisca Sireel 1o
e bk & few

ot kayond this contestual refenence 1o slavery, wi 64 the remnants of
ita basratsne Ble walkin Glasgewrs fing bulldinga fam the rinh cenmusy
wills nativing bs comessmorane o recogniss this hisary”

Councise Grabam Camphell previmasly supgesied Glasgow's Mussum &
Moderm Art {GOMA) = once be homwe of o fobaccs and sogar merchant =
8 @ity fow v @ cwaliw

Hireravi, B Alexasder Thomaon Socmy sabd "While b buildissg
doanT Bawe Hhe histonic refevances that GOMA S 1o Glasgow’s
|Pvalnernes &n Tha EransaHianeis alise trade, 1 10 8t bacared in the Reast
of the ey, elase 1o the Fiver, and 16 Jamaies 52 — s named for the =
ponnection betvween Gomland ard Jamasca the place where the majericy
of Scoitish slavers were based. And the baliding baz been pat fo 8 smilar
use belodg

"Thi buikling slarted odf Liby as
aqua e Lh om0l the Egyptian Halls
iy Fascy Nazanr Company, which
Was an emporium srybed o the
] = @K Egyptian Halls in London. and
2O inchuded sxhibiticn space, lecture
il P OIAGS Ipaiel, &
restaurar and market

“This A-Tistedd building has now

BAE VREAAE far A0 PRATE A wWas

recently lissed as one of the 14
mast endanpered suliaral siies in Turspe”

Zazdra Yeaman. of the Coalition fer Racia] Equality and Rights {CEER)
sk, " pag Coularly hepas vanimg 1o aew thal Uk Brandisds of people
who bok part in b pubbid wole aleo poappont This i e

"CTRER has bedn campadgring foc This bod oved o decade ndw, and ewen the
fITiEh. PATEAFEAT RaVe Hiow Lhawn ThidT ILERAN CAMSEmny
Inveiwernes and pareicipatian will ke erasisl 1o exvsure thee sesaesn and
ponieni of the ovaseum credibiy relleces the lves, origins and experiences.
of Hack mingrity vibnic people im Sooiland, and the texk ahead ix huge

W' aikied the Scoltish Gewtumant by fund a comprebensiv ioping
sty 1 begin S0 muake Hiis & peality, sl 15 e of thi Eqyptian Halls as
& potential wenue should definitely ba exploned further®

0000 =:



PROJECT SCOTLAND ,

1 SLET LA

AN G

SUBICHIRE | MUWSE  BUEIMESS COMMINT & TIMBERFRAME  CLA SROUND INGINGERING  SCARPOLDWG

=a
Creative solutions proposed for L) ;
iconic Glasgow structure .

AARSLERT

CVER 50 prople gathered in Glasgow necentiy at an event aimed at belping o save a
famous city centre A-listed buiiding.

The Save Egyptins Halls event, hasted by The

Alpzander Thamann Society, Brousght together

professanals snd the general pubilic 1o MEcuss

what such bulldings mean (o Glasgow and how t
the 19th century Egwptian Halls o0 Unign Street

Coulid Do Birvdd From gimeiition,

it reng

The four-storey bullding was designed by £

Aexander "Greek’ Thomsan. The renowned

Scottish architect is buhind the design of other

siructunes such as the SL Vincent Street Church N W

ared Holreood House, Howewer, in a letber o his i |
brother he stated that the Egyplian Halls was his finest plece of wark, .

The Society’s vioe-chalr, Scott Abercrombin, apened the event by giving an update on the

current STaTUS OF the building, Shroadied by scalfalding sinee 20049, the Egyprian Halls has

Baien clEtericrating aver the years and B under gendine threat of demakshment shauld a

plan not Be created far it Europs Nostrs, & pan-Curcpean fedenaticn for cultural mertage,

recently named the structure &5 one of Ewope’s seven most endangéntd builgings. 1

Much of the first Rall of the event was made up of the higtory of not Just Thomson's work in
Gasgow, bul the city's architectune &5 a wivle, Niall Murghy of Glasgow CRy Hevilage Trust
spuie about commercial architedure, while Fana Sinclair of Fiana Sinclair Architects and [
Mark Bsines of the Alexander Thomson society gave their imights into Thareon's wark
across the oy,

Then came the techrical clement, Ben Adamy, managing director of Dasid Marrn Associates, |
Spoie oA the conservation appraach m srrucural engineering, inoarparamng issues such as

FRIRWRLER. He detailed the use of ZAST iron Bnd stane in the Build of the Egyprian Halls and -
the Use of thick columng on Ehe pop Nsor which would normally, st that ime, have basn g - r
fourd on the grownd level of such structures.

Dara Parsons, deputy hoad of casawork st Historic Envirenmaent Scotland, spokos of the

Sevitopament ard profecton of Soollend™s buill ervirondient, He Dakd Projed Scotlard,

“There are some comphes stees arcund Egyplien Halls, Sciving Uhese sues will aeed

samie creative solutions. 1t needs oeative apprasches to design and enginessing, but also

oreative approaches to funding. It also needs a commitment from all involeed to continue

tn disnems snd test a wide range of options.® =

Ancsrew MeCanmel told of the wark of the Glasgew Bullfing Preservatian TRisT in peatesting
Bhe S8y'S srucnares, before lamie MeoNamana, of the Somety for the Protestion of Andiant
Buil&ngs, concluded the presentations wiath & Lalk on the fesis anAd reude of ReEtanic
buikdings.

In bing with thes nbnt G U @nngunGement of i windgr of Th Adexandes TRomdon
Sociely's ‘Re-imaging Egvptisn Halls" compelition, which sought to atlract keas for
petential wies for the buliding through architectural drawings, In telal, 21 entries. from 1
around the world were recetved. Igor Shiout and Vasilll Partryagin from Russia won the fist -
prize af £500 for their comcept of the building being transformed into a temple of thought - ]
featuring a library ard galleries.
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Heri.tages bodies’ bid to save Glasgow's historic Egyptian
Halls
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HERITAGE nrganisatinss will gaber in Glasgnw ta el padurthee
discussions’ on the Future of Alasander 'Gress” Thomson's Edyptian Halls,

Dweners of the Union Street masterpiecs have said it is wnder "real thread of
sinsctural collapse” and Ewropa Kostra, 3 pan-Enrmpean hevitage body,
shortlisted it a3 one of EUrope™s T most aA-risk Sultursd Sites.

The Mesamder Thomsan Society, which aims 1o promaone and safequard the
archilect's work, i fightieg to e the Egyplians Halls

IREAD MORE: Alandur ‘Gravk'
Thomsoa's Egyptians Halks bs
under “neal theeat” of (oflapse,
RS XY

it Lsunched & petition in Deoembser
whtich RS bées Signed by over
000 people, Mow, it has arranged
a meeting with representatives
from Historic Environment
Soiland, Glaigow Buskding
Preservation Tt and the Sotery
For Uhe Prabection of Ascient Buildings on Freday, February 27,

iy atakoeholdern, such &8 Glasgow Cily Couincal and P Duslding's cwidii,
Unkan Street Propenfes Lid and Unfian Street isvestments Lid, ase alsa
iveibed R0 atbend and contribute to discusshoni

& sosiety pokesmnbn bid: "The svent is intended 1o emphadise thar
Egyplian Halls is & building thal must be saved, 19 examane Uhe
eppanEnities that could Suppost this action, and 1o sxplore successful case
stedins of cibvir higtond badldicegs whach huree Ben saved

"It is hopid that by Dringing evanyong together under one rool that
productive discussions might be idoesarted that spur some positive change
on thy site”

Earlier this moss, Udion SErset Prodertses posted a videéo on voulube
which states the bwilding owld collapse due to & number of “trigger events’,
imelueding the fuiluse of foars siabs, calumng and Beams.

Foswever, & city coincill spakesman sald  survey, carried aut by thie
awlhprily around 18 monihs &80, fownd “rd dangsy of imemnent collagse”

READ MORE Epyptan Halls named one of Eercpe’s most endangered
bulldings

The bullding is currently in the running for Europa Mostra's seven most
endangered programemnie, which identifgs at-rish monuments and Sias
Eurppe and mobilises public and private partners on a local, nations] and
Eumpean level ta find & wsable futurs for the 8188

Tickats far the eweny, raking place
Al Thee LighiPDuse, will be
areallabile o ke publle, for Fi0,
Tram Friday, They can be
purchased from the society's
webEite.





